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No matter how much or how little I quilt,
it remains a significant part of “Who I
am”. Likewise, being a member of
Village Quilters is a significant part of
“Who I am”. Daily, my husband asks,
“Are you going to quilt today?” I usually
answer yes, even though that could
mean anything from I cut, sew, and rip,
resew and press, to I re-sort fabric
scraps, peruse quilt hints and patterns
on-line or in books and magazines, or
putter – kind of like men do in their
garages or basements. FYI – I don’t get
on the floor under my sewing machine
unless I’ve dropped something. I am
always comforted in my quilting space. It
is filled with things I love and celebrate,
things I have made, tried to make and, of
course, plenty of WIPs.
My quilting space also reminds me of the
friends I’ve made through Village
Quilters. It reminds me of the openness
and generosity of our Guild. The warmth
and humor we share is evident. And the
support and care that flow freely among
us exists regardless of, or because of,
each member’s unique personality.
These qualities, reflected in each
member’s creations, combines to make
Village Quilters the rich sum of all its

parts. It is amazing how often bits and
pieces from the free table or won in a
raffle basket have been EXACTLY what
we need to complete a project. Likewise,
for me, Village Quilters provides me with
those bits and pieces that regularly
complete a special part of my life.
Rene Stiebing, VQ President

PROGRAMS
On June 17 we will be hosting Barbara
Cline, who will be presenting her Zoom
lecture, Amazing Diamond Chains, to us.
Barbara’s strong
Mennonite heritage
introduced her to
quilting early in her
youth and eventually
led to international
fame as a quilter,
teacher, and author of six books over the
next 37+ years. She also works at
Patchwork Plus in the Shenandoah
Valley. You can read more about her and
see her patterns and books at her web
site: www.delightfulpiecing.com.
Join us by Zoom or in person at the
Lodge for what promises to be an
interesting morning!
Donna Badgett, Programs

INFO ABOUT THE JUNE MEETING
We’re looking forward to the June 17
Village Quilters Meeting. The meeting
will take place in person at the Lodge
and on Zoom. Due to COVID we will not
have our June Tea this year but look
forward to resuming our traditional Tea
in June 2022. There will be a guest
speaker via Zoom this month. Be sure to
see the article about her in this
newsletter.
To ensure the safety and comfort of all
members, and to comply with State,
local and CDC requirements please note
the following:
• Let us know if you plan to attend
in person so that we can arrange
appropriate seating. Contact Jane
• Stolte by phone or email.
• For those completely vaccinated
masks are optional. Masks are
required for members who are
not vaccinated.
• Bring your own beverages,
lunch/snack.
• No temperature checks
• No free table, raffle, or food bank
donations
• Election of new officers will take
place over Zoom and in person.
• We will have Zoom speakers in
July and August
• The new VQ membership year
begins in July. The membership
dues will be accepted at the June
meeting. Dues will remain $30.
• The Board will consider resuming
the buffet for the September
meeting

LINUS PROJECT
At our upcoming June meeting, I
will be the parking lot before the
meeting to collect Project Linus
donations - finished quilts, sewn quilt
tops, batting, or fabric. I will also be
handing out quilt kits.
I hope the weather cooperates, no rain
and no cicadas! Look for the red
minivan.
Stephanie Sanidas

MEMBERSHIP
2021/22 membership is now open! The
dues continue to be $30. The
membership form is attached.
If you pay at or before the in-person
June meeting, you will be immediately
added to the membership rolls and will
be invited to our July and August
meetings. These are add-ons to make
up missed meetings. These summer
meetings will be zoom meetings, as we
are not able to get the Lodge during the
summer months.
We are HOPEFUL that we will resume
full in-person meetings in September.
We will be updating our directory this
year as well. You can bring a check at
the June meeting or mail me a check,
made out to “Village Quilters.” My
address in the directory or email me at
chellis8428@comcast.net. Looking
forward to seeing everyone soon!
Paulette Chellis, Membership Chair

She Knew Where She Was Going:
Gee’s Bend Quilts and Civil Rights on
view now at the BMA.
On March 31, 2021 the Baltimore
Museum of Art (BMA) in partnership
with the African American Quilters of
Baltimore (AAQB) produced the Violet
Hour: Gee’s Bend Quilting Bee. More
than 400 people came together to
create a community quilt benefitting
Black Women Build and to hear the rich
history behind the Gee’s Bend quilting
community and the works presented in
the 2020 Vision exhibition. She Knew
Where She Was Going: Gee’s Bend Quilts
and Civil Rights is on view now at the
BMA. The quilt blocks, either hand or
machine sewn, that were submitted
following the Gee’s Bend Quilting Bee
were combined by Catherine Wooten,
also a member of Village Quilters, to
create the community quilt!
The exhibit runs through August 1, 2021.
Beginning in June, visitors to the exhibit
will have a chance to enter the drawing
for the community quilt! The entire
presentation, which includes quilts by
members of AAQB and VQ, is available
on YouTube #GeesBend #Quilting
#2020BMA BMA Violet Hour: Gee’s Bend
Quilting Bee.
Don’t miss this wonderful presentation.
Rene Steibing
The website is:
https://www.soulsgrowndeep.org/geesbend-quiltmakers

2021-2022 Election
Election of new officers will take place
over Zoom and in person at the June
Meeting.
The Slate of Officers is as follows:
President – Ann Eichelman
Vice President – Pam Fischer
Treasurer – Regina English
Secretary – Jane Stolte
Programs – Donna Badgett &
Barbara McMahon

SEW & CHAT
As you know, Sew &
Chat is continuing
every Thursday from
10-12, aside from the
guild meeting day. It
is a great opportunity
to sew along with
friends and catch up on news and get a
little work done. Hope you join us. We
will not be doing the sew and chat in July
and August and we can discuss it for
next year in September.
Joan Costello
CHARITY GIVING
Please remember to
donate to the local
food banks, either by
check or by dropping
off your canned goods.
Stay in touch with each other—- it's
been a long 14 months. Stay safe and
healthy.
Kay Worley
SHOW AND TELL
Pictures for the June Show and Tell can
be sent to Joan Costello at
jcostello@umbc.edu or text to 443-2867927. Remember to send them in jpeg
format by Tuesday, June 15, 3pm.
They will be posted on the VQ Facebook
site after the meeting. We will be
meeting at the lodge so feel free to bring
your lovely projects with you or send
them if you are zooming in. Thanks.
Joan Costello

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Thursday, June 17 –
In person and Zoom
Thursday, July 15 – Zoom Only
Thursday, August 19 – Zoom Only
****
PLUS Sew & Chat Sessions thru June
Via Zoom 1st, 2nd, & 3rd Thursdays
from 10 am – 12 noon

Something to ponder …
human adolescents
share a surprising
amount in
common with
cicadas. For
instance:
• They take refuge in
numbers. Perhaps this
confers an evolutionary advantage:
Appearing en masse
• means that predators can’t eat every
individual, ensuring that at least
some survive to produce the next
generation.
• Male cicadas sing by rapidly buckling
their abdomens; teenage love is the
sound of an empty Sprite can
crinkling and uncrinkling hundreds of
times per second.
• They grow with shocking speed,
littering the ground with their shed
socks and exoskeletons.
• They do not, as a rule, pick up after
themselves.
By Alan Burdick NYTimes.com/Science May 14, 2021

